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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, IL! 61920
DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director
OFFICE: (217) 581-2920

HOME: (217) 345-4166

CHARLESTON, IL--The following are football hometoJn season wrapups on Eastern
Illinois University defensive secondary players.
j
The Panthers were eliminated in the NCAA I-AA football playoffs Saturday
with a 16-13 double overtime loss at Indiana State. EIU finished with a 9-3 record
and No. 6 ranking in the final I-AA poll. During the past six years Eastern has a
56-18-1 overall record, best among Illinois state universiFies.
1

DAN FALLON (Crystal Lake-Grant), junior strong saf~ty, was one of the most
versatile players on the Panther defensive unit this fall.h EIU used only a three
deep secondary, therefore Fallon did not start but went i at strong safety in
passing situations. However, by the end of the year he haf moved to outside linebacker starting the last three games there when defensive coordinator Cal Jones
realigned the unit. At 5-10, 180, Fallon tied for lOth onlthe team in tackles with
52 including 4 1/2 QB sacks, one tackle for loss, three pa$s interceptions, a fumble
recovery and forced fumble. With all three starters departing he likely will become
a fulltime strong safety or free safety next fall.
ROBERT WILLIAMS (Chicago-Dunbar), senior free safe~y, was chosen First Team
All-Mid-Continent Conference. He was third on the team with 90 total tackles including
46 solos, a tackle for loss and team high seven pass interqeptions which led the MCC.
A 1982 Kodak and AP All-American, Williams is a three year letterman starting every
game the past three years. He finished his career with 259 total tackles including
12 pass interceptions.
GARY BRIDGES (South Belmar, NJ-Manasquan/Arizona W~stern CC), senior cornerback,
was named First Team All-Mid-Continent Conference. He finished with 45 total tackles
including 27 solos, four pass interceptions and two blocked field goals which occurred
in the Western Illinois game. Those blocks earned him MCC fefensive 'player of the
week' honors. He also was the top punt returner with 21 for 172 yards, an 8.2 average.
In two seasons he had 73 total tackles, two QB sacks and in~ercepted seven passes.
CHARLIE PERSON (Chicago-Dunbar), senior cornerback,\ earned Second Team All-MidContinent Conference honors. He is a four year letterman ard finished with 31 tackles
and two pass interceptions this fall. In four years he had 79 total tackles with
three fumble recoveries and four interceptions.
DOYLE FOSTER (Detroit-King), sophomore cornerback, $tarted five games,
including the NCAA I-AA playoff at Indiana State, at left corner. He finished with
25 tackles and had two pass interceptions returning one 22iyards for a touchdown
against Northeast Missouri in midseason.
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CHARLESTON, IL--The following are football hometown season wrapups on Eastern
Illinois University defensive linemen.
The Panthers were eliminated in the NCAA I-AA football playoffs Saturday with a
16-13 double overtime loss at Indiana State. EIU finished with a 9-3 record and No. 6
ranking in the final I-AA poll. During the past six years Eastern has a 56-18-1 overall
record, best among Illinois state universities.
1

DAVE FERGURSON (Alton), junior defensive end, started Ihe first nine games at
inside linebacker but then when the front four needed to be so idified he moved to left
end for the final two regular season games and the playoff con~est. Since he played most
of the season at LB he was named Second Team All-Mid-Continent Conference at inside
linebacker. He finished with 81 total tackles, fifth best on the team. A three year
letterman, he will be the top returning tackler with 175 total 1 He also had six QB sacks
this fall, 11 in his career.
i

GREG DUNCAN (Miami, FL-Killian), senior defensive tackle, was chosen First Team
All-Mid-Continent Conference for the second straight year. Heifinished the year with
64 tackles, 6 1/2 QB sacks, 5 tackles for loss, a forced fumble and two fumble recoveries.
His career totals were 196 total tackles, 21 QB sacks, 17 1/2 tackles for loss, four
fumble recoveries and four forced fumbles.
CHRIS NICHOLSON (Waukegan-East/DuPage CC), senior defe~sive tackle, was chosen the
Mid-Continent Conference Defensive 'Player of the Year'. He was a Second Team all-league
choice in 1982. This fall Nicholson was second on the team with 92 total tackles but
first in solos with 60. He set a school record with 17 solos 'gainst Southwest Missouri
State. He also led the team with 8 1/2 QB sacks, had nine tackles for loss, two forced
fumbles, four fumble recoveries and intercepted two passes returning one for a 76 yard TD.
A transfer from DuPage CC, Nicholson accumulated 152 total tackles in his two year career
with 16 1/2 QB sacks, 13 tackles for loss, and four fumble recoveries.
TOM MOSKAL (Lake Zurich), sophomore defensive end, was chosen Second Team All-MidContinent Conference. Moskal started the year at left end, buS switched to right end
for the rest of the season missing just one game due to an ankle injury. He ended up
sixth on the team with 67 total tackles, He had two QB sacks, !three tackles for loss
and recovered a fumble. In two years he has 74 total tackles, three QB sacks and three
tackles for loss.
I
1

I

DEAN MAGRO (Joliet-West), freshman defensive tackle, started eight of 11 games
at left tackle. He ended up with 24 tackles with 2 1/2 QB sacks, two tackles for loss,
a forced fumble and a fumble recovery.
GREG COOPWOOD (Gary, IN-Calumet), senior defensive tackle, was a reserve lineman
this fall getting eight tackles including a QB sack. He had ad unfortunate ending to his
career breaking an ankle in the playoff game at Indiana State.
1
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CHARLESTON, IL--The following are football hometown seakon wrapups on Eastern
Illinois University Offensive linemen.
The Panthers were eliminated in the NCAA I-AA football Vlayoffs Saturday with a
16-13 double overtime loss at Indiana State. EIU finished with a 9-3 record and No. 6
ranking in the final I-AA poll. During the past six years Eastern has a 56-18-1 overall
record, best among Illinois state universities.
KENT LAWRENCE (Coal Valley-Moline), senior offensive gJard, was chosen First
Team All-Mid Continent Conference. A 6-1, 240 senior, Lawrenc~ moved up a notch after
getting picked to the Second Team last year. He is a three year starter, and did not
miss a game this season. Twice he was chosen the segment 'pla~er of the game'.
BRAD MARS (Marshall), junior offensive tackle, was pic~ed Second Team All-MidContinent Conference. A 6-3, 310 junior, he has started every 1game at left tackle during
his collegiate career. He is the only returning player who will be a four year starter
next season.
I
TEDDY COOPWOOD (Gary, IN-Calumet), is a 5-11, 220 senidr who started every game
at center this season. He is a two year letterwinner who came 1to EIU as a running back
but switched to the offensive line last season.
I

STEVE MARTIN (Schaumburg), senior offensive guard, started the last three games
of the season after a preseason knee injury sidelined him untiJJ early November. A two
year letterman, Martin is 6-2, 220 and earned segment 'player o1f the game' honors in a
12-3 win over Southwest Missouri on November 5.
I

ALVIN MCMURRAY (Chicago-Dunbar), senior offensive tackle, was chosen First Team
All-Mid-Continent Conference for the second straight year. He ~as a Second Team choice
as a sophomore. At 6-2, 255 McMurray, a four year starter, is Ia likely NFL draft choice.
Five times he was picked the segment's 'player of the game'.
I

MIKE KUHN (Downers Grove-North), junior offensive guard, started eight games at
right guard this fall earning his third letter. At 6-1, 240, KGhn is expected to be one
of two returning starters on the offensive front. He suffered F sprained ankle late in
the year and missed the final three games.
I

DEL PITTMAN (Valparaiso), junior offensive lineman, served as a backup center and
offensive tackle. At 6-3, 280, Pitman will likely enter spring drills as the starting
center.
1

BOB BENNING (Streator), sophomore offensive lineman, wa~ the No. 1 backup guard
and will be the heir apparent to move into the spot vacated by graduating Kent Lawrence.
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CHARLESTON, IL. --The following are football hometown season
wrapups on Eastern Illinois University offensive backs.
The Panthers were eliminated in the NCAA I-A football playoffs
Saturday with a 16-13 double overtime loss at Indiana Sate. EIU finished
with a 9-3 record and No. 6 ranking in the final I-AA p ll. During the past
six years Eastern has a 56-18-1 overall record, best a ong Illinois state
universities.
KEVIN STAPLE (Markham-Thornwood), senior halfback, was named
the Mid-Continent Conference Offensive 'Player of the
He rushed for
1008 yards, the second straight year over 1000, finishi g No. 2 on the all-time
career list with 3296 yards, and earlier this year set a single game rushing
record of 283 yards against Grand Valley State. For t o straight seasons he
has led the Mid-Continent in rushing, finishing this yea with a 91. 6 per game
average. He also was the MCC all-purpose rushing ch mp with a 104. 7 average,
and fourth in total offense - behind three passers - wi his 91. 6 average. His
other school record was career pass receptions by a r nning back (84).
WES NIXON (Lorain, OH-Illinois Valley CC ), s nior fullback, was
chosen First Team All-Mid Continent Conference. He as second on the team
with 538 yards rushing for a 48. 9 per game average.
e also caught 24 passes
for 153 yards and returned a kickoff for 12 yards resul ing in a 63. 9 all-purpose
per game average.
TYRONE DAVIS (East St. Louis- Lincoln), senior running back, had
his best game of the season in the playoffs at Indiana St te rushing 16 times
for 65 yards. For the season he was third on the team ith 250 yards carrying
an average of 25 yards per game. A four year letterm n, Davis ended up with
867 yards.
SEAN PAYTON (Naperville -Central), sophomore quarterback,
established himself as a legitimate contender for the starting job in 1984 based
on his substitute efforts in the final two games of the year. Going in for the
injured John Rafferty at Western Kentucky, Payton completed seven of 15
passes for 150 yards, throwing a 57 yard TD pass to Jerry Wright and running
for TDs of two and 13 yards as EIU won 34-14. Then in the I-AA playoff game
at Indiana State last Saturday, he again came in during the third quarter for
Rafferty and directed scoring drives that resulted in 13 points. In a short
time he completed seven of 16 passes with two interceptions for 81 yards
including a 20 yard TD toss to Roger Holeman. He also ran seven times for
eight yards. His official 11-game stats are 8-18-2 for 210 yards passing and
two TDs, eight carries for 25 yards rushing and three TDs.
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CHARLESTON, IL. --The following are football
wrapups on Eastern Illinois University wide receivers.

t

ometown season

The Panthers were eliminated in the NCAA I-AAi football playoffs
Saturday with a 16-13 double overtime loss at Indiana State. EIU finished
with a 9-3 record and No. 6 ranking in the final I-AA poll. During the past
six years Eastern has a 56-18-1 overall record, best among Illinois state
universities.
JERRY WRIGHT (Chicago-Collins), junior split end, was named
First Team AU-Mid Continent Conference for the second straight year.
Wright led the MCC in receiving with 44 catches for 779 yards and six TDs.
The yardage figure is No. 5 on the all-time single season list, and his career
yardage figure of 1493 also ranks No. 5. He still has one year left to challenge
the record 2197 yards set by Willie White (1970-73). Wright also rushed six
times for 58 yards, returned six kickoffs for 82 yards and accounted for 919
all-purpose rushing, second on the team to Kevin Staple.
DIRK ANDROFF (Decatur-Eisenhower), senior tight end, was chosen
Second Team All-Mid Continent Conference. Androff caught 13 passes for
266 yards and one TD this fall. His career stats were 56 receptions for
773 yards.
ROGER HOLOMAN (Alton), junior split end, who split starting
duties at flanker tDis season caught 10 passes for 118 yards. In Saturday's
playoff game, not included in official stats, h~' was the leading receiver with
seven catches for 75 yards including a fourth quarter 20 yard TD toss. In
three seasons Holeman 1 s totals are 71 receptions for IllS yards. He needs
just a little less than 400 yards to move into the No. 5 spot for career yardage.
JIM SCHMIDT (Alton), junior flanker, caught se'("en passes for I 44
yards and one touchdown. He was injured the latter hal~ of the year with a
chronic hamstring injury that only allowed him to hold oh all placement kicks.
Last year he caught 13 for 154 so has a two year total of 20 catches for 298
yards.
PAT BLAIR (Chicago- Vocational), senior tight end, caught nine passes
for 80 yards in a reserve role. In three seasons he caught 31 passes for 416
yards.
ROY BANKS (Detroit-King), freshman wide receiver, caught three
passes for 77 yards including a 60 yard TD reception in mid-season against
Northeast Missouri.
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CHARLESTON, IL. --The following are footballl:itometown season,
wrapups on Eastern Illinois University linebackers.
The Panthers were eliminated in the NCAA I-AAi football playoffs
Saturday with a 16-13 double overtime loss at Indiana Stkte. EIU finished
with a 9-3 record and No. 6 ranking in the final I-AA po~l. During the past
six years Eastern has a 56-18-1 overall record, best arrong Illinois state
universities.
:·
REGGIE TAYLOR (Apopka, FL-Arizona Western CC ), senior linebacker, was chosen All-Mid-Continent Conference. He was fourth on the
team with 86 tackles including 35 solos, 51 assisted, 3 l /2 QB sacks, 2 1/2
tackles for loss, a fumble recovery, intercepted pass, ~locked punt and
blocked PAT. He started the first nine games at outsid~ linebacker but then
switched to an inside spot for the final two regular game!s plus playoff when
EIU realigned some defensive positions. In two years hbre he had 161 total
tackles with 11 1/2 QB sacks, 4 1/2 TFL.
!

TYRONE COVINGTON (Chicago-Morgan Park), junior linebacker, led
the team with 99 total tackles earning First Team All-:Miid-Continent Conference
honors. He started all but one game at an inside spot m)iss ing that one with a
forearm injury. He had 37 solo tackles, 62 assisted, 3 ii /2 QB sacks, 4 1/2
tackles for loss, a fumble recovery and intercepted pas~. His three year
totals are 172 total tackles, 4 1/2 QB sacks, 5 1/2 TFL~ 2 fumble recoveries,
three forced fumbles and two intercepted passes.
ORTEGA JACKSON (Washington, DC- Woodson), isenior linebacker,
was chosen First Team All-Mid-Continent Conference. He finished with 65
total tackles including two QB sacks, two fumble recovejries and two intercepted passes. In last week's playoff loss at Indiana State held the defensive
unit with two fumble recoveries, a pass interception and nine tackles. A
three year letterman, Jackson had 149 total tackles in his career and finished
with eight fumble recoveries, just one shy of tying the school record.
1

BOB DEVITA (Wheaton-Central), freshman linebacker, saw limited
action in a backup role at inside linebacker but was used extensively on
special teams. He finished with four tackles playing in all 11 games. With
two linebackers graduating, Devita will likely move into a starting role next
year.
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